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1. Introduction 

 
Across the globe, whatever the physical, social, cultural, political or 
economic environment children live in, they are vulnerable to road 
traffic injury. According to the World Health Organization,1 road 
trauma is one of the leading causes of death and injury for children in 
every country throughout the world.  From birth, children confront the 
dangers of roads and vehicles - as passengers and pedestrians, on 
bicycles and in play on or near streets and roadways. Children‟s road 
traffic injuries are not inevitable and can be prevented. 
 
This high exposure to roads and traffic, combined with children‟s early 
developmental limitations puts them at great risk. Children require 
special consideration in order to safeguard their right to a healthy and 
safe environment.   
 
Most risk factors associated with children‟s involvement in road 
trauma are related to their developmental characteristics.  Their 
physical, cognitive, social and emotional abilities vary greatly from 

                                                 
1 World Health Organization. 2008.  World report on child injury. 

society to society and their curiosity is not always 
matched by their capacity to understand or 
respond to danger.  Young children‟s cognitive 
development limits their capacity to evaluate risk, 
recognize hazards, problem solve and multi-task in 
complex and threatening situations.  At the same 
time, their size and fragility makes them more susceptible to death 
and severe injury if they are involved in a collision with a moving 
vehicle. 
 
Children are not born knowing the rules of complex road systems. 
They need thoughtful and age-appropriate road safety instruction 
within the context of family, school and community. Caregivers need 
to model and promote safe road use behaviors for children from birth. 
It is too late to start this instruction when a child enters the formal 
education system.  An early, consistent and unambiguous 
presentation of road safety will also influence the belief system and 
mind-set of current and future road users and their attitude toward 
safety on roads and vehicles. 
 
With education children can grow out of dependence to become 
independent and safe road users, but the transition is not intuitive and 
they cannot make it alone. Parents and caregivers are the child‟s first 
teachers and provide the first context for road safety education, both 
explicitly through instruction and supervision and implicitly through 
role modeling behaviors.  Early childhood educators contribute a more 
formal perspective. Informally or formally, implicitly or explicitly the 
power of children‟s television and accompanying outreach programs 
is well documented. Presenting road safety education globally through 
this medium globally will help to keep children safer. 
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2. About the Road Safety Framework 

 
This Road Safety Education Framework is jointly authored by Sesame 
Workshop and the Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP). It is 
intended as a practical guide for parents, road safety educators and 
practitioners who are developing content, educational materials and 
communication strategies to help children better understand the risks 
associated with travel on or near the roads, and to internalize and 
implement safer behaviors around roads and vehicles.   

 
The Framework has been developed using the 
unique lens of Sesame Workshop‟s 40 years of 
research-based social marketing experience and 
GRSP‟s deep knowledge and expertise of global 
best practices in road safety education.  The two 
organizations share a vision of a world free of 
death and serious injury on the roads. 
 
Improving road safety outcomes globally for 

children is hugely complex and challenging, but not impossible.  Road 
conditions, regulations and driving practices differ as widely as do 
customs and cultures around the world.  Therefore a definitive global 
“curriculum” is not feasible, but rather a “framework” to be locally 
customized to reflect local culture, infrastructure, and road use.  The 
Framework strives to be practical, developmentally appropriate and 
relevant to parents and caregivers as well as children.   

 

3. Purpose 

The overall purpose of this Road Safety Education Framework is to 
support the development of appropriate learning materials and 

communication strategies that will promote safer behaviors and help 
reduce death and injury rates among today‟s road users, particularly 
children - the most vulnerable and innocent road users.  The intended 
outcomes of this curriculum‟s content and materials can be 
summarized as follows: 

 To help children understand that roads are complex and 
vehicles are technical things, requiring skill, caution and 
preparation for people to safely ride in and be around them.   

 To build in children an „I can” attitude toward this positive 
mind-set and behavior.  

 To develop a sense of respect for motor vehicles and the 
road and to help children learn to use them with deliberate 
responsibility (rather than casual acceptance). 

 To empower children to take action in communicating a 
positive and proactive safety attitude to their family and 
friends. 

 To make safe use of cars and roads a priority and a shared 
family experience. 

 

4. Structure 

The Road Safety Education Framework is organized into a common 
knowledge, skills and attitude format used in the education field. It 
also introduces unique elements based on Sesame Workshop‟s 
philosophy and proven methodology. The framework is divided into 
sections focused on 1) The Child; 2) The Parent; and 3) The Parent 
and Child.   

At the core of Sesame‟s approach is the idea that children should 
learn safe behaviors through positive modeling rather than through a 
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coercive approach that stresses danger, fear and negative 
consequences.  The departure point of the Sesame approach is the 
good feeling that safety, love and care for one another creates within 
a family. Making safety a positive and shared family experience is a 
priority.   

The overall framework strives to put the child at the center of the 
learning experience and to make the child a conduit for influencing 
parent and caregiver road and driving behaviors.   

Section 3, The Parent and Child, is of particular importance as it 
represents the hallmark of Sesame‟s approach.  Providing a common 
vocabulary and shared language about an issue helps families 
communicate about difficulties and challenges related to the topic in a 
way that is relevant and meaningful for adults and at the same time 
accessible and age appropriate for the child.  Again, to make safety a 
shared family experience. 

Sesame Workshop and GRSP also take a longer-term view in the 
importance of Road Safety education.  Motor vehicle ownership and 
road use is expected to increase exponentially over the next decade, 
especially in low- and middle-income countries, where infrastructure, 
enforcement and driver education lags far behind the developed 
world.  Today‟s 6 years olds will be operating motor vehicles in 10 
years‟ time.  In this context, this document advocates for coordinated, 
collective and global action to use the power of education and media 
to teach and empower today‟s preschoolers as they mature into 
tomorrow‟s drivers.   

The goal of dramatic reduction in road related death and injury is a 
shared responsibility of government, the private sector, civil society, 
community and family.   The broad vision for this document and this 
project is to help mobilize all available media to make road safety 

awareness a top priority for the general public; to positively influence 
the attitudes and behaviors of today‟s and tomorrow‟s road users; and 
through this greater awareness help lobby and influence policy-
makers to consider and promote their constituents' safety on the road.

Sesame Workshop ®, Sesame Street ® and associated characters, trademarks, and design 
elements are owned and licensed by Sesame Workshop. © 2011 Sesame Workshop.  All Rights 

Reserved. 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Safety near roads: 

 It is safer to travel with an adult. 

 Hold an adult‟s hand or stay close to an adult. 

 Signs and signals on and near the road help to 
control and direct road users. 

 Playing, walking or riding on or near roads is 
not safe. 

 Being close to moving vehicles can be 
dangerous. 

 Children are small and drivers may not see 
them even if children can see the drivers. 

 Children are more visible if they walk with 
others rather than walking alone. 

 When traveling, pay attention to rules, signals 
and signs, as well as to instructions from 
adults. 

 It is difficult to know how fast a vehicle is going 
so it is best to let it pass before crossing. 

 It is safest to walk and cross in spaces where 
vehicles cannot go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Look for and obey signs and signals on and 
near the road. 

 Obey adults who give instructions. 

 Stop at the side of the road and stand well back 
from moving vehicles before crossing. 

 Listen carefully and look in every direction for 
moving vehicles before crossing the road. 

 Let vehicles pass before crossing the road. 

 Keep looking in all directions for vehicles when 
crossing the road. 

 Wear bright colors that are more visible to 
drivers.  

 Ask parents or adults for help if unsure about 
whether the roadway is safe. 

 

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so children should 
listen to and follow their instructions. 
 

5. Road Safety Framework: Children  
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Pedestrian Safety: 

 The safest way to cross the street is with the 
help of an adult. 

 When crossing the street, it is safest to obey 
and follow instructions from adults. 

 Choose the safest place to cross the street.  

 It is safest to cross the street in a place where 
oncoming traffic is visible and drivers can see 
pedestrians.  

 Use crosswalks or pedestrian bridges when 
possible. 

 Obey signals and signs. 

 In crosswalks, the green light means look all 
around, listen and cross the road only when it is 
safe  

 In crosswalks, the red light means stop. 

 Always wait for the crosswalk light to turn green 
before crossing the street.  

 Make sure that cars are stopping before 
beginning to cross the street.  Not all drivers 
obey signs and signals or look for children on 
the road.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Hold an adult‟s hand or stay close to an adult 
and follow his/her instructions when crossing 
the road.  

 Before crossing the road, stop one step back 
from the edge of the road to listen and look for 
traffic in every direction. 

 Only cross the road when certain it is safe to do 
so. 

 Walk, and do not run, across the road. 

 Continue to look and listen for oncoming traffic 
when crossing the road. 

 Always use footpaths, sidewalks, crosswalks or 
pedestrian bridges when they are available. 

 If there is not a sidewalk, walk on the edge of 
the road away from traffic, and face oncoming 
traffic. 

 When there is a crosswalk light, wait for it to 
change to green before crossing the street.  

 Do not play with toys and balls when walking 
on or near roads. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so children should 
listen to and follow their instructions. 

 

5. Road Safety Framework: Children (cont.) 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Safety When Playing: 

 Play in parks or places away from roads. 

 Wear helmets when riding a bicycle or other 
wheeled toy prevents children from being badly 
hurt in a fall.   

 Riding a bicycle that is too big is unsafe. 

 It is dangerous to go onto the road to get a ball 
or toy.  

 Play and ride bicycles or other wheeled toys far 
away from roads and traffic. 

 Always wear a helmet when riding a bicycle or 
other wheeled toy. 

 If a toy goes into the road, ask an adult to get it. 

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so children should 
listen to and follow their instructions. 

 Safety equipment, such as seatbelts and 
helmets, helps children stay safer. 

Car Passenger Safety: 

 It is safest to wear a seatbelt.  

 Always make sure the seatbelt is fastened 
correctly. 

 Use a child or booster seat whenever possible.  

 The safest place for children to travel in a car is 
in the backseat with a seatbelt on. 

 Do not disturb the driver because he/she needs 
to concentrate on driving safely. 

 Putting hands, head, or arms outside the 
windows is dangerous. 
 

 Always wear a seatbelt and fasten it correctly. 

 Sit in a child seat or booster seat if there is one 
available. 

 Sit in the back seat. 

 Do not sit on the driver‟s lap. 

 Do not disturb the driver and travel quietly.  

 Keep  hands and other body parts inside the 
car at all times.  

 Ask for the car door to be locked when 
travelling. 

 When getting out of the car, use the door that is 
closest to the side of the road or sidewalk. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so children should 
listen to and follow their instructions. 

 Safety equipment, such as seatbelts and 
helmets, helps children to stay safer. 

5. Road Safety Framework: Children (cont.) 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Motorcycle Passenger Safety:  

 Wearing a helmet protects the head from 
serious injury. 

 Wear helmets made for children and fasten 
them correctly. 

 Hold onto the driver tightly when riding. 
. 
 
 

 Always wear a helmet and fasten it properly. 
Ask for help from adults to do this. 

 Sit behind the driver and hold on tightly. 

 Put possessions in the storage basket or in a 
backpack. 

 Do not distract the driver. Stay as quiet and still 
as possible.  

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so it is important for 
children to listen to and follow their instructions. 

 Safety equipment, such as seatbelts and 
helmets, helps children to stay safer. 

Bus, Train, Subway, and Tram Safety: 

 Board and get off of a bus, train, subway or 
tram after it has come to a complete stop. 

 Stand away from the road/track when a vehicle 
is arriving or departing. 

 Wear a seatbelt if there is one available and 
make sure to fasten it correctly. 

 If there is no seat it is important to find 
something to hold onto firmly. 

 Hold possessions or place them under the seat. 
Leaving possessions in the aisle can make it 
unsafe for others.  

 Stay close to parents and/or adults when 
travelling on public transportation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Stand back from the road/track when a vehicle 
arrives or departs.  

 Enter and exit vehicles only after they have 
come to a complete stop. 

 Sit quietly if there is a seat available. 

 If there is no seat available, hold on tightly to a 
seat or handle  

 Wear a seatbelt if there is one available. 

 Hold bags or other possessions or put them 
under a seat so that they will not get in the 
way.  

 

 Being safe is important for children and 
families. 

 The rules are made to keep everyone safe, so 
it is important to obey them. 

 Adults know about safety, so children should 
listen to and follow their instructions. 

 Safety equipment, such as seatbelts and 
helmets, helps children to stay safer. 

5. Road Safety Framework: Children (cont.) 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Driving Safety: 

 Make sure to have a driver‟s license and obey 
traffic laws. 

 Certain risky behaviors make driving more 
dangerous – such as speeding, drinking alcohol 
and driving, using a mobile phone, following 
other vehicles too closely. 

 Understand and obey the local traffic laws. 

 If everyone drives safely and patiently all road 
users will be safer.  

 Speeding greatly increases the risk of traffic 
accidents and the severity of the injury.  

 Help children to buckle their seatbelts or get 
harnessed in car seats as soon as they get in 
the car. 

 An unbuckled child in a speeding vehicle will be 
injured if the car comes to a sudden stop. 

 Advocate for safer roads by informing 
authorities where road safety measures could 
be implemented or placed. 

 Limit the number of passengers and do not 
exceed the vehicle‟s capacity when driving a 
car or riding a motorcycle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pay full attention to the task of driving safely. 

 Drive at the legal speed limit. 

 Drive slower than the speed limit when 
conditions require it. 

 Model safe and appropriate behavior by always 
wearing a seatbelt. 

 Do not talk or text on mobile phones when 
driving. 

 Do not be distracted by in-vehicle 
entertainment systems. 

 When traveling with small children make sure 
to properly install a child‟s car seat if possible. 

 Ensure that child passengers are securely and 
correctly buckled in their seat before starting to 
drive. 

 Only allow children to ride with people who are 
safe drivers.  

 Only allow the correct number of passengers to 
ride in a vehicle; do not overload it. 

 

 Respect and understand that driving is 
inherently dangerous and make every effort to 
minimize threats to safety when travelling. 

 Children copy what adults do, so try as much 
as possible to model positive and safe 
behaviors. 

 Adults are responsible for teaching children in 
their care important road safety practices and 
rules for when they are passengers, 
pedestrians, or cyclists, or when they are 
playing outside. 

 Adults are responsible for taking all of the 
necessary precautions to ensure their own 
safety as well as the safety of their children and 
other road users. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

6. Road Safety Framework: Parents 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

Pedestrian Safety: 

 It is important to take responsibility for 
children‟s safety near roads because they do 
not always know or remember road safety rules 
or do what we expect them to do.  

 It is important to keep reminding children of 
traffic safety rules because they are easily 
distracted and will focus on what is important to 
them. 

 It is important to help children compensate for 
any changes in the road traffic environment.  

 It is important to help children judge speed, 
distance and where sounds are coming from 
when near the street.  

 Model required safety behaviors as much as 
possible. 

 Do not use the roads aggressively. 

 Hold a child‟s hand when crossing the street. 
 

 Children copy what adults do, so try as much 
as possible to model positive and safe 
behaviors. 

 Adults are responsible for teaching children in 
their care important road safety practices and 
rules for when they are passengers, 
pedestrians, or cyclists, or when they are 
playing outside. 

 Adults are responsible for taking all of the 
necessary precautions to ensure their own 
safety as well as the safety of their children and 
other road users. 

Safety for Children Cycling and Playing: 

 It is dangerous for children to play near roads 
or traffic.  

 It is important for children to wear the 
appropriate protective gear when riding a 
bicycle or other wheeled toy, particularly a 
correctly fitted helmet.  

 

 Help and remind children to play in safe areas 
away from roads and traffic.  

 Ensure that children wear the appropriate 
safety gear, particularly a correctly fitted 
helmet, before riding a bicycle. 

 Ensure that children‟s bicycles are not too big 
for them to handle. 

 Ensure that children‟s bicycles function 
correctly and that their steering and braking 
equipment is properly maintained.  

 Closely supervise children who are using a 
bicycle or other wheeled toy and make sure 
they wear a helmet at all times. 

 
 
 

 Children copy what adults do, so try as much 
as possible to model positive and safe 
behaviors. 

 Adults are responsible for teaching children in 
their care important road safety practices and 
rules for when they are passengers, 
pedestrians, or cyclists, or when they are 
playing outside. 

 Adults are responsible for taking all of the 
necessary precautions to ensure their own 
safety as well as the safety of their children and 
other road users. 

6. Road Safety Framework: Parents (cont.) 
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Knowledge Skills Attitudes/Beliefs 

 

 Every person contributes to road safety by 
behaving safely on the road and in the vehicle. 

 Traffic laws, traffic lights, signals and signs 
exist to keep everyone safer. 

 Traffic laws, traffic lights, signals and signs can 
only keep everyone safe if we all obey and use 
them. 

 Everyone in the family or group is responsible 
for his/her own safety but children need help in 
order to learn how to keep themselves safe. 

 Being safe means correctly wearing a seatbelt 
in a vehicle and a helmet and protective gear 
on a bicycle or other wheeled toy/vehicle. 

 Talking in loud voices, shouting, or crying can 
reduce the driver‟s attention and make 
everyone unsafe. 
 

 

When riding in a car: 

 Adults help children fasten seatbelts or car 
seats, and children help remind adults that. 
when possible everyone should wear seatbelts. 

 Everyone should sit comfortably in his/her own 
seat and remain there until the end of the ride. 

 Everyone needs to minimize distractions while 
in the car. 

 
When walking: 

 Adults and children hold hands when crossing 
the street. 

 Everyone crosses the street in the designated 
crossing areas or at a place where they can 
see oncoming traffic and drivers can see them. 

 Everyone continues to look and listen for 
oncoming traffic while crossing the street. 

 All people have the right to and responsibility 
for their own safety and the safety of those 
around them. 

 Staying safe on the road and in the car is a 
family priority. 

 Everyone can help each other to stay safe by 
reminding each other of appropriate safety 
practices and discussing difficulties and 
challenges on or near the roads.  

 The use of safety equipment such as seatbelts 
and helmets will increase everyone‟s safety.  
 

 

7. Road Safety Framework: Parents and Children   

 


