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The Heising-Simons Foundation

Established in 2007, the Heising-Simons Foundation is a family foundation dedicated to sustainable, research-based solutions in education, science, environment, and policy. Across all our grantmaking: 
· We believe education is the route to opportunity.
· We are committed to promoting sustainability. 
· We believe in research-driven solutions.
· We are committed to engaging and uniting stakeholders – to giving everyone a place at the table. 
· We believe in consensus and the art of compromise. 

In education, the Foundation focuses on children ages birth through 8 years and their families, and has three primary interests: 
· Early math: The Foundation promotes the development of math skills and interest in math in young children (preschool to grade 3). This includes efforts to bolster capacity in teacher preparation and professional development, curriculum development, policy, advocacy, and research. 
· Transition to kindergarten: The Foundation provides support to ease children’s transition into kindergarten.  This may include (1) the Stretch to Kindergarten spring/summer kindergarten transition program or other similar programs that help prepare children who have not had previous preschool experience for kindergarten; (2) changes in practices within school districts so as to align the instructional approaches and curricula employed in elementary schools (grades K-3) with those employed in the preschools and child care programs that feed into those schools; and (3) implementation and evaluation of high-quality transitional kindergarten programs.
· Family engagement: The Foundation seeks to enlist parents and other family caregivers in their children’s education by (1) helping parents learn how best to promote the education of their children through activities at home; (2) encouraging parents to become involved in their children’s education at early childhood programs or in schools (e.g., volunteers in their children’s classrooms, participants in the PTA or on school site councils); (3) connecting parents to community resources and services; (4) promoting parents’ skills as advocates for change in district educational, fiscal, and policy decisions; and (5) helping schools and early childhood programs change or enhance their policies and/or implement new practices that actively engage parents. 
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