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Advisor Biographies

Sally Blake, PhD
Sally Blake, professor at Flagler College in St. Augustine, Fla., has worked in the field of early-childhood education (ECE) for more than 30 years. She has a Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction with a focus on early-childhood science and mathematics education. The faculty research director of the Barbara K. Lipmann Early Childhood School and Research Institute, Dr. Blake has also served on State Science Standards committees for early-childhood development, developed degrees in ECE science education, and won numerous awards in this field. She was the director and co–principal investigator of the National Science Foundation–sponsored Partnership for Excellence in Teacher Education (PETE) and the Noyce Scholarship program at the University of Texas at El Paso. Dr. Blake was also the director and co–principal investigator of the Partnership for Enhancing Teacher Education, in which she merged her science methods course from UT–El Paso’s College of Education with a physical science course for education majors. These courses are now being taught at eight schools in the El Paso area. 

Eugene Geist, PhD
Eugene Geist received his Ph.D. from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in early-child development and education with a specialization in Jean Piaget’s constructivism.  Currently, he is an associate professor in the Patton College of Education at Ohio University. Dr. Geist has teaching responsibilities in the university’s early-childhood education program and the doctoral program in curriculum and instruction. His areas of expertise include math anxiety; the development of mathematical knowledge in infants, toddlers, and young children; and using technology with young children.  

Dennis Inhulsen

Dennis Inhulsen is a principal at Patterson Elementary School in Holly, Mich., and president of the National Art Education Association (NAEA). Patterson is a North Central Association–accredited, schoolwide Title I learning community achieving Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status for seven consecutive years and home to two Head Start and BEST Early Childcare Learning Programs. Possessing academic degrees in art education and studio art, Inhulsen taught art in grades kindergarten through university for 21 years. He also holds an EdS. degree in school leadership from Oakland University and has served in school administration for 11 years. Inhulsen is a frequent presenter and school-improvement facilitator for both art and general education on such topics as Understanding by Design, Thinking Maps in the Classroom, Legal Issues for Early Career Teachers, and Web 2.0 Classroom Connections. Currently, he is chairing the next generation of National Visual Arts Standards with the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS). He is a recipient of many awards, including the Excellence in Education Award from the Michigan Education Association. 
Mary Renck Jalongo, PhD
Mary Renck Jalongo is a teacher, writer, and editor. She has taught preschool, first grade, and second grade; collaborated to design a preschool program for the children of migrant farm workers; and taught in the laboratory preschool at the University of Toledo. Currently, she is a professor at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where she has earned the university’s Outstanding Professor Award, and coordinates the doctoral program in curriculum and instruction. Dr. Jalongo has written, co-authored, and edited more than 25 books, many of them college-level textbooks in the field of early-childhood education. In addition, she is the author of two position papers for the Association for Childhood Education International and the recipient of six national awards for writing. Since 1995, Dr. Jalongo has served as editor-in-chief of the bimonthly publication, Early Childhood Education Journal; she also is the series editor for Educating the Young Child:  Advances in Theory and Research, Implications for Practice. Current projects include an interdisciplinary edited book, Teaching Compassion: Humane Education in Early Childhood; three research articles on writing for professional publication in the field of early childhood; and a project with three rural Head Start centers to study young children’s drawing and writing. 

Emily Kirkpatrick

Emily Kirkpatrick is vice president of the National Center for Family Literacy. In her current role, she passionately leads new initiatives and signature efforts and shepherds the organization’s continuous growth to address the learning needs of the 21st-century family. She also establishes and develops NCFL’s strategic and long-term partnerships with individuals, corporations, and foundations. Ms. Kirkpatrick is devoted to expanding NCFL’s reach and impact. Her notable recent achievements include the creation of Wonderopolis®, NCFL’s learning website and app for teachers, parents, and children that in 2011 was named one of TIME magazine’s 50 Websites That Make the Web Great and Best Kids’ App by Parenting magazine. She holds an M.B.A. from Bellarmine University and is frequently interviewed by national media and is a close collaborator with notable journalists, education and nonprofit thought leaders, and philanthropists. Ms. Kirkpatrick is an advisor to Ele, an initiative of the Fred Rogers Center, and has chaired the nonprofit section of the Public Relations Society of America
Deforia Lane, PhD, MT-BC
Deforia Lane serves as director of music therapy at University Hospitals Case Medical Center’s Seidman Cancer Center. She earned her Ph.D. in music education from Case Western Reserve University, is board certified as a music therapist, and is certified by the American Music Therapy Association for Faculty Authorization. Dr. Lane has designed and implemented music therapy programs for such diverse populations as the mentally handicapped, abused children, geriatric clients, behaviorally and psychiatrically disturbed adult and pediatric cancer patients, and the terminally ill. She has been a consultant to the National Endowment of the Arts, the Mayo Clinic, the Ohio Hospice Organization, Sesame Workshop, and the National Institute on Aging. Dr. Lane is spokesperson for the American Cancer Society, for which she composed and recorded the song "We Can Cope." Some of her many awards include the first grant from the American Cancer Society to investigate the therapeutic effects of music on oncology patients, the Oncology Nursing Society's Mara Mogensen Flaherty Lectureship Award, and the Cleveland Club's National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women's Award. Her book, Music as Medicine, provides a window into the challenge and the courage she encounters daily in the world of health care. 
Dina Lieser, MD, FAAP
Dina Lieser is a pediatrician and executive director of Docs For Tots, a national nonprofit focused on early-childhood advocacy.  She is an attending pediatrician at New York Hospital Queens and assistant clinical professor of pediatrics at New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center.  She is a member of the New York State Early Childhood Advisory Committee, for which she co-chairs the Promoting Health Development work group at the state level and is focusing on educating professionals and stakeholders across systems around early-childhood issues with a concentration on social emotional development, child care, and early learning. Lieser is a proud member of the Executive Committee of the American Academy of Pediatrics’ Section on Early Education and Child Care. She has written multiple issue briefs and articles on the health benefits of early-childhood initiatives, the early-childhood medical home and early-childhood mental health. She attended New York University School of Medicine followed by a residency in pediatrics at New York Presbyterian-Weill Cornell Medical Center
Paula J. Schwanenflugel, PhD 
Paula Schwanenflugel is a professor of educational psychology at the University of Georgia in the Applied Cognition and Development program. She is also affiliated with the cognitive science undergraduate program and the linguistics graduate program. Her research focuses on the psycholinguistic basis of literacy and its implications for classroom instruction. Most recently, she has carried out research on reading fluency, emergent literacy, and vocabulary development. She is the co-developer, along with Claire E. Hamilton, Ph.D., of the PAVEd for Success program for building vocabulary and language development in young learners.

Julie A. Washington, PhD
Julie A. Washington is a professor in the Program in Communication Sciences and Disorders of the Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education at Georgia State University. She is also an affiliate faculty member of Georgia State University’s Language and Literacy Initiative, a unique research endeavor targeting the challenges of acquiring language and literacy. Dr. Washington’s work focuses on understanding cultural dialect use in African American children, with a specific emphasis on language assessment, literacy attainment, and academic performance. Her work with preschoolers is centered on understanding and improving the emergent literacy skills necessary to support later reading proficiency in high-risk groups, with a special focus on the needs of children growing up in poverty.
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