[image: ]

Sesame Street Explores National Parks 
Project Overview

The Project
Sesame Street Explores National Parks is a new project created through a unique partnership among 
Sesame Workshop, the National Park Service, and the National Park Foundation.  The project offers a multimedia parks experience for children aged 3-5 and their families and educators, and aims to promote science learning through experiences in both national parks and local parks or backyards.

The Need
National and local park areas, whether visited in person or explored virtually, offer exciting opportunities for engaging young children in learning about science and nature. However, in general, many parks currently offer few educational materials designed specifically for preschool children and their families and educators. This project aims to leverage the unique power of the Sesame Street Muppets within the engaging context presented by the national parks to help shape children’s attitudes and knowledge about science and nature from an early age.  The project’s resources link the unforgettable experiences offered by national parks to everyday learning moments that are available through the smaller local parks and backyards that are most easily accessible to families and children.  

Project Components
Key components of Sesame Street Explores National Parks can be found at www.sesamestreet.org/parks and include:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A series of six short videos featuring Sesame Street’s Elmo and Murray Monster, national park rangers, and footage of Grand Canyon National Park and Gateway National Recreation Area.  In each video, a park ranger highlights scientific inquiry skills through science and nature topics relevant to both the national parks and local park or backyard settings, and delivers educational messages and a call to action for parents and children.

· Related activities for parents/caregivers and educators that will extend the learning experience of each of the videos by offering concrete, developmentally-appropriate ways for parents and educators (including park rangers) to help young children learn more about the science and nature topics introduced in the videos.  Activities will encourage children to explore the natural environment and carry out their own observations and investigations of science and nature in national and local parks.  

Distribution and Research
All Sesame Street Explores National Parks resources will be distributed through the partner organizations’ websites (including the Sesame Street website) and social media channels, and will be made available to all National Parks for use in Visitors Centers, websites, and other outlets.  The materials will help to enhance young children’s educational experience when visiting parks, while also providing a virtual experience for children at home or in classrooms.  To evaluate the project, Sesame Workshop will conduct a use study with parents of preschool-aged children.

Partners
Sesame Street Explores National Parks is produced in partnership with the National Park Service and the National Park Foundation. Special thanks to Grand Canyon National Park and Gateway National Recreation Area.
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