
Project Overview

  The Need
In 2013, there were 95 nationally declared emergencies1. A national survey 
discovered that 60% of families in the U.S. do not have any emergency plan 
at all.2 Low-income populations were found to be even less prepared, with 79% 
of respondents in a survey conducted by Columbia’s National Center for Disaster 
Preparedness relaying that they did not have complete emergency plans.3 

There is currently a lack of engaging, family-oriented material to support families 
with young children to foster their development of preparation strategies for 
emergencies. With helpful resources and support from community organizations, 
first responders, and other caring adults, families with young children can learn 
helpful strategies to prepare for emergencies.

      The Project
Sesame Workshop, the nonprofit educational organization  
behind Sesame Street, along with PSEG, have partnered on an  
emergency preparedness initiative called Let’s Get Ready:  
Planning Together For Emergencies. This new multimedia,  
bilingual (English and Spanish) program will leverage the power  
of the beloved Sesame Street friends to help young children  
(ages 2-5) and families prepare for the unexpected.

PROJECT GOALS  
Let’s Get Ready is intended to:

»  Institute emergency  
preparedness into families’  
routines through play,  
hands-on investigation,  
and learning;

»  Present emergency  
preparedness as a necessary  
part of the overall well-being  
of children and families;

»  Offer national and local  
service organizations  
resources to help families  
prepare for emergencies.

CONTACT US! To learn more about these resources,  
e-mail us at jessica@sesame.org.

For more information and tips to help your family  
prepare for an emergency, visit sesamestreet.org/ready  
or pseg.com/sesamestreet.
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      Project Components
 All project components are available on desktop, tablet, and mobile devices.e devices.

FAMILY & COMMUNITY RESOURCES

»  Family Guide with tips and activities for parents to 
prepare the family for possible emergencies.

»  Power Safety Tip Sheet with tips to help families 
maintain a safe home and prevent power problems.

»  Community Event Host Guide with information, 
ideas, and activities for community organizations to 
incorporate these materials into events where  
members of the community come together to connect. 

EDUCATOR RESOURCES

»  Educator Guide with information and activity ideas to 
help educators talk with children about preparing for 
emergencies and staying safe.

A DIGITAL MEDIA EXPERIENCE 

»  Sesame Street Web site (sesamestreet.org/ready) 
filled with downloadable resources that aim to help 
families with young children prepare for emergencies. 
Access to the Web site is available on desktop, tablet, 
and on mobile at m.sesamestreet.org/ready.

»  Mobile App for iOS, Android, and Amazon Kindle that 
caregivers can use with their young children to help 
them learn about ways to prepare for an emergency:

  a song that allows children to record their  
first and last name as well as their parents’ first  
and last names; 

  a game that helps kids match the  
neighborhood helpers to their places (firefighter/
firehouse, and so on); 

  a “Where I Live” activity so a child can photograph 
his home and label it with his address;

  a customizable digital checklist for parents to  
help build their emergency kits
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